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Mr. DURBIN. His amendment in-
creases funding for international

peacekeeping efforts by $60 million.

Another amendment that has been
filed authorizes the Department of De-
fense to assist NATO in peacekeeping
efforts in Darfur. The third sets aside
funds for a special envoy to be named
to play the role that former Senator
John Danforth of Missouri played so ef-
fectively. Let me say parenthetically,
he is a great man. I am honored to call
him a friend. He accepted this assign-
ment when he could have returned to
the peace and solitude of his retired
life in St. Louis, but leaving the United
Nations he went on to Darfur. That
speaks volumes about this man’s com-
mitment to the suffering of the world
that he did it.

Now we have an amendment before
the Senate asking that another envoy
be sent by the United States, a person
of the caliber of John Danforth, who
can do his best to try to bring some
peace to that region.

The situation in Darfur represents a
massive humanitarian catastrophe, one
that is ongoing, one that is happening
on our watch. As we stand to make
these speeches in the comfort and secu-
rity of the Senate, people are literally
dying, being raped, and starving to
death in Darfur.

Over the past 3 months alone, re-
surging violence in Darfur has forced
200,000 people from their homes. One-
third of them are cut off from any hu-
manitarian aid. In addition, Human
Rights Watch has reported the Suda-
nese Government launched a new offen-
sive in southern Darfur last week. The
government troops reportedly used hel-
icopter gun ships against a defenseless
village in south Darfur where thou-
sands of displaced Darfurians sought
refuge. Can you imagine the horror of
that scene as helicopter gun ships
sprayed these poor helpless people?

The African Union mission in Darfur
has 7,000 peacekeepers; 7,000 men in
uniform to guard an area the size of
Texas. But a Texas without roads, a
Texas without bridges, a Texas without
communication. They cannot end this
genocide by themselves.

Unfortunately, while violence in
Darfur escalates, the news on the pros-
pects of peace, talks between the Gov-
ernment of Sudan and the rebel groups,
is very discouraging. The talks have

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

dragged on for 2 bloody years. They
were set to conclude on Sunday, but in
the absence of an agreement, they have
been extended another 48 hours. The
prospects for an accord seem dim.
Khartoum so far has also refused to
allow a U.N. assessment team into
Darfur to prepare for a mission there.

The Sudanese Government launched
a war on its own people for 3 straight
years. They cannot be allowed to dic-
tate terms to the United Nations. Hun-
dreds of thousands of lives hang in the
balance in Darfur. We should appoint
that special envoy, someone of the
stature, the dedication, and wisdom of
John Danforth, to try to advance the
peace process. The United States must
engage the other members of the
United Nations Security Council to put
real pressure on the Government of
Sudan.

One of the troubling aspects is that
many believe that the major countries
of the world are pulling their punches
and not holding Sudan accountable be-
cause Sudan has oil deposits. Once
again, our foreign policy is being af-
fected, if not dictated, by energy re-
serves in Africa, as it is in so many
other parts of the world.

What a grim reminder of how impor-
tant it is for the United States to move
to energy independence so we can stand
up for the values we need without sac-
rificing all-important energy for our
own economy and that other countries
can step forward and make the right
decision in terms of the morality and
values of the world rather than gaug-
ing the impact it will have on their oil
imports.

We have to work with our European
allies to persuade China and Russia to
set aside their objections to U.N. ac-
tion.

We should pass the amendments be-
fore us this week on the supplemental
appropriations bill, and the Darfur
Peace and Accountability Act should
be signed into law. We should continue
to support the African Union mission
in Darfur, while leading efforts to en-
sure that NATO and the United Na-
tions take up the peacekeeping mission
in Darfur.

Three years of genocide—3 years
after our declaration that a genocide
was occurring right here on our
watch—3 years is too long.

I echo the thousands of people who
gathered across America on Sunday—
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the students from Georgetown Univer-
sity, the students from other univer-
sities across this country, and many
other caring people who came forward.
I urge the Senate to join them to save
Darfur.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2700

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, before I
yield the floor, on behalf of the Repub-
lican leadership, I understand that
there is a bill at the desk, and I ask for
its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the title of the bill for
the first time.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 2700) to amend the Clean Air Act
to provide for a Federal Fuels List, and for
other purposes.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I now
ask for its second reading and, in order
to place the bill on the calendar under
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will re-
ceive its second reading on the next
legislative day.

Mr. DURBIN. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:33 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, May 3,
2006, at 9:30 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate May 2, 2006:
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SHEILA C. BAIR, OF KANSAS, TO BE CHAIRPERSON OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT
INSURANCE CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS,
VICE DONALD E. POWELL, RESIGNED.

SHEILA C. BAIR, OF KANSAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSUR-
ANCE CORPORATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING JULY 15, 2013.
(REAPPOINTMENT)

SHEILA C. BAIR, OF KANSAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSUR-
ANCE CORPORATION FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM
EXPIRING JULY 15, 2007, VICE DONALD E. POWELL, RE-
SIGNED.
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